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  Father Paul Wattson started an important observance in New York 

back in 1908.  It is now called the Week of Prayer for Christianity 

Unity (traditionally Jan 18-Jan 25).  Wattson realized that churches 

seemed to be getting increasingly sectarian not seeing how 

valuable other Christians are.  Christ’s high priestly prayer which 

included the line that we should “all be one” seemed to be ignored 

by the various denominations.   

In the Anglican Communion, great efforts had been made in the 

previous generation to recognize our common mission.  In 1886, 

the House of Bishops of the Episcopal Church adopted what would 

later be known as the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral.  The 

Lambeth Conference of 1888 also endorsed the concept.  The idea 

was to explain to the wider church what was most crucial to the 

faith of Episcopalians and that we were open to ecumenical 

dialogue.  These talks would be beneficial in themselves but also 

could lead to reunification with other denominations.  The 

Quadrilateral focused on the importance of scripture, the Nicene 

Creed, the sacraments of baptism and Eucharist, and the historic 

Episcopate.  (The statement can be found on page 877 in the BCP).  

This declaration is still supported by our church today and has led 

to fruitful dialogues with other denominations.   

Wattson understood the importance of high-level talks with church 

leaders and theologians, but he wanted to see more work done at 

the parish level.  He wanted the regular people in the pews to focus 

on Christian unity, and he understood that it would only be through 

prayer and the changing of attitudes by the faithful that could lead 

to real progress in Ecumenical relationships.     

Today we remember that we have siblings in Christ throughout the 

world who do not all call themselves the same things and perhaps 

do not share all of our theology and politics, but who are important 

to our common life.  We all have much more in common than what 

divides us.  Let us pray for unity. Blessings, Marc 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

Brunch with Fr. Marc 

1/24 

 

Wednesday Eucharist 

1/18  

 

Trivia Night – 1/26 
 

Annual Meeting – 1/29 

 

   Happy Birthday! 

David Farell 

Bill Byers 

http://www.stjohnsvernonct.org/


 

           St. John’s Announcements 
  

Food Ministry – Items needed 

The Men’s group continues its food ministry for our congregation and for our neighbors.  Please 

donate what you can. Items needed are: 

Pasta 

Tomato sauce 

Condensed soups 

Canned tuna in water 

Beans (black, kidney, white) 

Mac & cheese 

Canned fruit 

Side dishes. (Knorrs, Rice A Roni) 

Canned pasta meals 

 

Brunch with Fr. Marc 

Join Fr. Marc for brunch in the Lower Parish Hall. The following date is available: 

Tuesday, 1/24 @ 10am 

Please email cmorin@stjohnsvernonct.org to RSVP 

 
Potluck Trivia Night 

Test your trivia knowledge against your fellow Christians! Join us Thursday, 1/26 @ 6pm in the 

Lower Parish Hall. You are welcome to bring a dish. There will be a sign-up sheet in the back of 

the church. Please email  cmorin@stjohnsvernonct.org to RSVP. 
 
 

The Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 29th at 10:30am in the Lower Parish Hall. 

There will only be a 9am service on Sunday, January 29th. 
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